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OPENING PRAYER: 
 (Source: Eternal Springs: An Anthology of Hope)
 
   L:
God of hope who calls creation into being,
  All: 
Open our eyes to the vision of heaven on earth.
  L:
 God of hope, embodied in our daily living,
  All: 
Set our faces to seek your purpose.

  L:    
God of hope, who inspires our breathing,

  All: 
Set our hearts on fire with a desire for justice.

  L: 
God, give us your hope,
  All:  
God, give us the quiet hope that rests trusting in you.

  L: 
When we are overwhelmed by grief and the pain of the world seems too much to bear,
  All: 
God, give us the enduring hope that finds its source and goal in you.

  L:
When we put our hope in illusions, relying on easy security and glib assurances,
  All: 
God, give us the true hope that is founded on your promise. Amen.
 CONFESSION:
    L: 
Dear brothers and sisters, bringing to mind how we have fallen short of God’s calling to us, let us confess our sins to God.

    L:
You asked for our hands, that you might use them for your purpose.
All: 
We gave them for a moment, then withdrew them, for the work was hard.
L: 
You asked for our mouths, to speak out against injustice.
All: 
We gave you a whisper, that we might not be accused.

L: 
You asked for our eyes, to see the pain of poverty.
All: 
We closed them, for we did not want to see.

L: 
You asked for our ears, that we might hear the cries of the oppressed.
All:
We did not listen, for it was too hard.

L:
You asked for our lives, that you might work through us.
All:
We gave a small part, that we might not get too involved.

L: 
O God, both Father and Mother, and yet beyond, we pray now that you forgive us.  

All:  
For the times we have washed our hands off people, for the times we walked away when 
we were most needed, and for the times when we offered half measure of what we could.
L:
Lord Jesus, here is your body. It is frustrated and fallible. It is flawed and gullible. It is tired, but through you it can be made new. As your body we await your healing. (Silence)

ABSOLUTION:
      L: 
God is good on all those lives that are open to change from guilt to grace. May the God of all grace and compassion, whose son was content to die to bring new life, have mercy on us, reach deeper than our inertia, our guilt and our fears and release us into the freedom of the children of God. Amen.  (Modified from For the Sake of Justice)
SONG: 

The kingdom of god is justice and peace,
And joy in the Holy Spirit,
Come, Lord and open in us the gates of your kingdom.
INTERCESSIONS:
L: 
God who mourns with us, you said “Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted”. We remember those who mourn; those whose hearts ache and whose memories torment,  who grieve for the lives they once knew and have now lost. Lord, free our tears that we may weep with them.

All: 
“Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted”.
L: 
God of the meek, you said “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”. We remember the meek; those who listen with intent and not with mild indifference’ who persevere quietly where others make a noise, who brave the intolerable and seek to understand the different. Lord, free us from our fears that we may let go of our prejudices.

All:
“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”.
L: 
God of peace, you said “Blessed are the peacemakers”.  We remember all those who work for peace in the face of war, who strive for solutions in the wake of conflict, who refuse to be daunted by the abuse of power, and build bridges in places where others dare not tread. Lord free us from apathy  that we may actively pursue all that leads to peace.

All: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers’.
L:
Crucified God, you said “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake”. We remember all those who hunger and thirst for righteousness sake and are persecuted for it, those who long for justice and fight in the face of despair who are fired by anger and compassion to pursue a vision and create a future. Lord, free us from our passivity that we may join their struggle and be emboldened to love.

All: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”.
SONG: 



Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,







show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,


           Master who acts as a slave to them.








Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,




show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.
Neighbours are wealthy and poor, varied in colour and race, 


      Neighbours are near us and far away. 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,


show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.

These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love,        
all these are neighbours to us and you. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,







show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.
Loving puts us on our knees, silently washing their feet,




this is the way we should live with you.

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,







show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.



                                                                                               

 (Words © 1969, 1997 Hope Publishing Company)
BLESSING:

God bless us and challenge us, God inspire and provoke us,

God befriend us and God send us, to be signs in this world,

of God’s love for all people. Amen.
                   
(Iona Abbey Worship Book,  2001)
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